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arguments of reason and experience and to exalt the call of the
mystic mass soul, the urge of instinct, the voice of the blood.
Both primitives and modern nationalists to some extent agree in
the rejection of innovations, considered as foreign or opposed to
old traditions. The Nazis, for instance, denounce democracy as
a Jewish-English-French invention, entirely alien to the old
Teutonic genius. In many primitive tribes secret societies play
a great rdle; they are often composed of young men who per-
form mystical dances, exercise themselves in cruel acts, in shedding
of blood and enduring pain, terrorize and plunder those who are
weaker, and try to secure to themselves a privileged position.
They show many likenesses with certain nationalist youth organ-
izations, especially in Germany.
Yet modern nationalism cannot be merely explained as a
harking back to primitive barbarism. It contains also much of
misused intellectualism and utilizes the results of intellectual
progress. The speculations of many great thinkers, the progress
of science and the expansion of knowledge have all been misused
for the elaboration of nationalist ideologies. Biological factors
too seem to have contributed to the advance of nationalism.
Young people are generally more easily inflamed by nationalism
than older, more sedate ones, owing to exuberance of juvenile
temperament, lack of experience, and their inclination for simple,
forceful methods. Boys are fond of fighting without any special
cause, simply as an expression of temperament. The time of
puberty seems especially favourable for infection by nationalism.
The ascent of Hitler began by capturing a large part of the youth.
The main strength of the Nazis at first consisted in schoolboys and
other youngsters. The mass of the older people were conquered
much later, to a large extent through the action of the juveniles.
Another factor of great importance in bringing Hitler to power,
was the vote and influence of women, especially single ones.
Female emotionalism was kindled by Hitler's hysterical demagogy
and by boisterous young louts strutting about with daggers and
revolvers and posing as heroes. Nazi writers themselves have
often boasted that the followers of Hitler almost formed a separate
race, an elite of dashing, courageous fellows, unfettered by any
inhibitions. It is certain that Hitler's appeal to the instincts of
the mob, to the bestiality hidden beneath the varnish of civiliza-
tion resulted in the selection of specially brutal and unscrupulous
elements from all classes of society. The fists were ranged against
the brains. Certain groups, containing a high percentage of such
types, naturally furnished more recruits than others. But as a